
  

Grade 3 LESSON  10       “Young Thomas Edison”  by Michael Dooling,  pp. 358-381  

STANDARD  
RI.3.5 Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and 
stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections.  
  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

What is the most likely reason 
the author describes X in lines A 
through B?  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

What is the most likely reason the author 
describes scarlet fever in lines 1 through 3?  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

- p. 364 The author describes scarlet fever 
because he wants the reader to know that 
Thomas had an illness that left him hard of 
hearing.  
 

- Because scarlet fever caused the hearing 
problems, he had a difficult time listening in 
school and hearing teachers’ directions, so 
he spent his time in school daydreaming.  
 
Ultimately, his mother, a former teacher, 
took him out of school and taught him at 
home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



STANDARD  
RI.3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures 
in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.   
  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

How do [character’s actions] 
show how s/he felt about Y?  
  

How did Thomas’s actions show how he felt 
about experimenting?  

Thomas was passionate about experimenting 
and would do anything to continue.  
  
-p. 364 “He spent his time daydreaming about his 
next experiment.”  
-p. 366 “At age 12 he decided to look for a job. 
He needed money to continue his 
experiments.”  
-p. 368 “Eventually, with permission from the 
conductor, Thomas set up a laboratory in the 
baggage car of the train.”  
  

STANDARD  

RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the 
answers.  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

What can the reader infer from 
paragraphs X through Y?   

What can the reader infer from paragraphs 
1 and 2 on page 376?   

Paragraph 1:   
If Thomas Edison had not been hard of hearing, 
he might not have been such a success as an 
inventor. Being hard of hearing allowed him to 
tune out the world and concentrate.  
  
Paragraph 2:  
If Thomas Edison had not had the support and 
encouragement of his mother, he might not 
have become a successful inventor. “He owed 
everything” to her.   



STANDARD  
RI.3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures 
in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.   
  

QUESTION FRAME (2019) TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

What do the details in paragraph 
# show about [character]? 
  
  

What do the details in paragraph 1 on page 
370 show about Al? 

- They show that Al is a hard worker and  
determined. “Usually his experiments did 
not work – but he always kept trying.” 

  

  

 
 


